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Asiatic Bittersweet 

Celastrus orbiculata 

Origin: Asiatic Bittersweet is native to Korea, China, and Japan. It 

is nonnative to the United States and was originally introduced 

around 1860 as an ornamental and for erosion control. It spread 

to Connecticut by 1916 and Massachusetts by 1919. 

Identification/Habitat: Asiatic Bittersweet has flower clusters all 

along the stem, found in clusters of 2-7 with each flower having 

5 petals. It is often found covering fields, hedgerows or trees 

with its light brown to grayish vine. The leaves are alternate 

green leaves that turn yellow in the fall. The reddish berries are 

enclosed by 3-7 yellowish three parted capsules. Mature berries 

are red with 

yellow capsules 

in the fall, and can exist through the winter. 

Dispersal: Birds are the main proponents of Asiatic 

Bittersweet’s dispersal. Birds disperse most of the seed 

after eating the arils. Roads can also be a major part of 

seed dispersal, as the plant has been used in roadside 

plantings often. Humans also play a direct part in seed 

dispersal after using the fruiting branches as ornaments 

and improperly disposing of them. 

Problems: The plant often winds around young trees, 

chocking them. It also spreads over vegetation in a given area, smothering the native plants. The vine 

interferes with forest regeneration, and once established is extremely difficult to eliminate. 

Control: Asiatic Bittersweet is unfortunately very difficult to remove. Mowing, cutting, or hand pulling 

vines may help with continued spreading, but it will not fully remove the plant. The plant has extensive 

below ground runners (rhizomes) that sprout prolifically, often requiring herbicide treatments to be 

applied at the time of the first killing frost to achieve any real control. 

Wetland Advisory: Any removal within 100 feet of wetland resource areas, including certified vernal 

pools, or within 200 feet of a perennial stream will require approval from the Norwood Conservation 

Commission. Please contact the Conservation Commission before you begin! 

 

 


